with chloramphenicol 0.05 mg/l for obtaining the cultural growth. Cultures were purified and maintained on potato dextrose agar (PDA) at 5 o C. The identification of isolates was made as per Dexter 3 and Domesck et al. 1 .
The results of the isolation of keratinophilic fungi are presented in Table 1 . The data revealed that of 125 samples, maximum number (85/253; 33.6%) of keratinophilic fungi was isolated from soils of fertile lands; followed by the soil samples from poultries (68/253; 26.9%). Isolation rates of keratinophilic fungi from soils of animal herd (44/253; 17.4%) and barbers' shops (43/253; 17.0%) were almost similar. The least number of keratinophilic fungi was isolated from the slaughter house soils (13/253; 5.1%).
A total of 253 keratinophilic fungi including eight genera and eleven species were isolated, viz., Aspergillus niger (20.2%), Alternaria alternata ( Table 1) . Aspergillus accounted for 45.6% distribution, with A. niger being the dominant species. It is interesting that some fungi isolated in this study such as Aspergillus, Alternaria, Chochliobolus, Botrytis, Fusarium and Mucor were previously thought as nonkeratinophilic, but subsequent studies showed that these fungi possess keratinolytic activities when grown on keratin-rich substrates and they also occur in the environment in keratin-rich soils 13, [15] [16] [17] . Keratinolytic enzymes have been shown to be useful for biotechnological purposes such as hydrolysis of poultry feathers 19 and dehairing of bovine pelts 20 .
It appears from this study that Aspergillus niger is the most prevalent keratinophilic fungus and also dominant species that isolated from 51 soil samples of five different regions like fertile lands, animal herds, slaughter houses, poultries and barbers' shops. Isolation rate of keratinophilic fungi including A. niger was higher in soil samples collected from the farm lands and poultries. Keratinases have enormous potential applications in processing waste in the poultry and leather industries. In this study, some keratinophic fungi were isolated, which could be used for the production of adequate amounts for application in industrial processes. 
